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Part I11

Section 1B

APPENDIX 6

BWF PARA-BADMINTON CLASSIFICATION REGULATIONS

1. Introduction to Classification

1.1 Governance

These Classification Regulations are part of the BWF General Competition Regulations. The

Classification Regulations apply to all international Para-Badminton Tournaments.

1.2 Structure of Classification Regulations

1.2.1

1.2.4

The Classification Regulations provide a framework within which the process of
classification takes place. Classification is undertaken so that Players can be designated a
Sport Class (which groups Players together in tournaments to compete against each
other) and allocated a Sport Class Status (which indicates when Players should be
evaluated and how their Sport Class may be challenged).

The allocation of a Sport Class is determined by a variety of processes that may include a
physical assessment, a technical assessment (badminton specific tasks and activities) and
observation in training and/or a Tournament, as detailed in these Classification
Regulations.

A Sport Profile explains how a Player may be considered eligible to compete within a
particular Sport Class. A Sport Class will be allocated to a Player based on the degree to
which a Player satisfies the requirements of the Sport Profile for that Sport Class.

The Sport Profiles, including the Minimal Impairment Criteria for the Sport Classes that
comprise Para-Badminton are set out in Appendix 1 of these Classification Regulations.

1.3 Purpose of Classification Regulations

1.3.1

1.3.2

The term Classification, as used in these Regulations, refers to the process by which
Players are assessed by reference to the impact of impairment on their ability to compete
in Para-Badminton Events.

It is intended to provide a framework for fair competition and to ensure that the
strategies, skills and talent of Players determine competitive success.

Classification is undertaken to both ensure that a relevant level of impairment is present
in a Player, and that that impairment has a demonstrable impact upon Player
performance in competition.

The Sport Profiles explain how a Player may be eligible to compete in Para-Badminton
Events.
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1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

International Paralympic Committee (IPC) Classification Code

1.4.1  BWF has implemented these Classification Regulations in compliance with the IPC
Classification Code (IPC Code) and the relevant International Standards. In the event
that there is any inconsistency between any provisions of these Classification
Regulations and the IPC Code, the provisions appearing in the IPC Code shall prevail.
The IPC Classification Code shall also apply to matters not addressed in these
Classification Regulations.

142  BWF is committed to developing an “evidenced-based” classification system through
initiating and coordinating multi-disciplinary research in areas such as biomechanics,
kinesiology and physiology.

Changes to the Regulations

These Regulations are amended from time to time by the BWF Council. Sport Class status will
automatically be reset from C to R for those players who are affected by any amendment of these
Classification Regulations.

Classification Masters List

The BWF will maintain a Classification Master List of para-badminton players who have been
classified for international competition and record such information as a unique ID number, the
players name, year of birth, country, Sport Class, Sport Class Status and Classification Date. This
information shall be available on the BWF website.

Definitions
A Glossary of Defined Terms (which generally appears in capital letters in these Regulations) is

included within these Classification Regulations. Certain terms are defined in the body of these
Classification Regulations.

2. Classifiers

2.1

Classification Personnel

2.1.1  The BWF recognises Classifiers as Tournament Officials.

2.1.2  The BWF shall appoint the following personnel. Each will have a key role in the
administration, organization and execution of classification for BWF Para-Badminton

tournaments or Para-Badminton tournaments sanctioned by the BWF.

All levels of Classifiers including Trainee Classifier must follow the IPC Classifiers
Code of Conduct.

Head of Classification
The Head of Classification is the person responsible for the direction, administration,
coordination and implementation of classification matters for the BWF. Confidentiality

and reporting on confidential matters is central to their role.

In the absence of an individual acting as Head of Classification, the role of Head of
Classification may be fulfilled by a person or group of persons designated as such by the
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BWF Council. In such instances the references in these Regulations to Head of
Classification shall be deemed to include such a person or group of persons.

Chief Classifier

A Chief Classifier will be a Classifier appointed for a specific BWF Tournament or
BWF sanctioned Tournament, responsible for the direction, administration, co-
ordination and implementation of classification matters at that tournament. The duties of

the Chief Classifier may include, but are not limited to:

e liaising with the organising committees and teams before the tournament to identify
and notify Players who require Player Evaluation;

e liaising with the organising committees before the tournament to ensure travel,
accommodation and working logistics are provided for Classifiers;

e supervising Classifiers to ensure that Classification Regulations are applied
appropriately during the Tournament;

e supervising Classifiers and Trainee Classifiers in their duties as members of
Classification Panels;

e managing administration issues related to classification at the tournament in line
with these Classification Regulations.

Classifier

A Classifier is a person appointed and certified by the BWF as being competent to
evaluate Players (as part of a Classification Panel) for International Tournaments.

2.1.3  International Classifiers must be trained and certified by the BWF. Classifiers shall be
qualified as:

e amedical professional - a doctor or physiotherapist (or practitioner from a related
discipline) who has knowledge and experience in dealing with people with the
impairments and the Activity Limitations described in the Sport Profiles;
or

e atechnical expert with in-depth knowledge of biomechanics of sport/human
movement and has significant expertise in the technical aspects of badminton.

2.2 Classifiers — Levels and Duties

Para-Badminton categorises its Classifiers as follows:

221

Trainee - An individual who is being trained by the BWF, but who is not yet certified as
a Classifier. A trainee cannot be a Member of a Classification Panel at an International
Tournament. The duties of the trainee may include participation in and observation of the
classification process to become familiar with the Classification Regulations, developing
competencies and proficiencies relevant to Player Evaluation, assistance in research, and
attending classification meetings at Competitions. A Trainee Classifier is required to
adhere to the Classifier’s Code of Conduct.
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222

223

Level 1 - International Classifier - a Classifier who has successfully completed BWF
Para-Badminton training and has been certified to be a member of a Classification Panel
at an International Tournament. The Classifier is required to adhere to the Classifier’s
Code of Conduct.

The duties of a Level 1 Classifier may include, but are not limited to:

e Dbeing part of a Classification Panel at BWF Para-Badminton sanctioned
Tournaments;

e being part of a Protest Panel at BWF Para-Badminton sanctioned Tournaments;
e attending classification meetings at Tournaments; and

e assisting in Classifier training and certification as requested by the Head of
Classification.

Level 2 - Senior Classifier - a Senior Classifier acts in a leadership capacity at
Tournaments and reports to the Chief Classifier. Senior Classifiers have completed BWF
training, show leadership, participate in research and development of the classification
system, and have sufficient experience to implement the Classification Regulations at a
Tournament. The Classifier is required to adhere to the Classifier’s Code of Conduct.

The duties of a Senior Classifier may include, but are not limited to:

e  assisting in the research, development and clarification of the Classification
Regulations and Profiles for BWF;

e participating in Classifier workshops;

e taking a leadership role in educating Trainees, Classifiers and International
Classifiers;

e  assisting in regular reviews of Classification Regulations and Sport Profiles; and

e supervising and evaluating Classifiers.

2.3 Classifier Training and Certification

The BWF is responsible for the education and certification of International Classifiers as detailed
in Appendix 6 — Classifier Training and Certification.

3. Classification Panels and Classification

3.1 Classification Panels

3.1.1

A Classification Panel is a group of Classifiers empowered by the BWF to evaluate
Players and allocate Sport Classes.

The Head of Classification or the Chief Classifier should appoint a Classification Panel
for a particular Tournament.

A Classification Panel should be at least two persons and must include suitably
accredited and qualified physicians and/or physiotherapists who carry out the medical
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3.2

33

34

examination as part of Player Evaluation. Suitably qualified technical and/or badminton
experts may also be part of a Classification Panel.

3.1.4  Members of Classification Panels should not, wherever possible, have a significant
relationship with any Player (or any member of Player Support Personnel) that might
create any actual or perceived bias or Conflict of Interest.

3.1.5  Members of a Classification Panel should not, wherever possible, have any other official
responsibilities within a Tournament other than in connection with classification.

National Classification

All Players eligible to participate in BWF Para-Badminton Tournaments should, where possible,
be classified by a National Classifier. National classification should be conducted in accordance
with these Regulations — in particular, the Sport Profiles (Appendix 1) and Minimal Impairment
Criteria (Appendix 2, 3 and 4). National Classifiers should be trained according to BWF Para-
Badminton approved standards.

International Classification

3.3.1 International Classification refers to the process of Player Evaluation that is undertaken
at, or before, a Major and/or international Tournament that has been sanctioned by the
BWF.

3.3.2 A Player must be allocated a Sport Class by an International Classification Panel prior to
competing in an International or Major Tournament sanctioned by the BWF.

Those players entering an International Tournament for the first time shall be assigned
an Entry Sport Class by a National Classifier and shall have a Sport Class Status “N”
(see 5.1.1.3).

3.3.3  An International Classification Panel must conduct International Classifications. An
International Classification Panel should be comprised of suitably certified Classifiers.
An International Classification Panel must comprise not less than two Classifiers, and a
Major Tournament must have at least two Classification Panels (subject to 3.3.4 and
3.3.5).

3.3.4  The Head of Classification or the Chief Classifier may designate that a Classification
Panel may consist of one suitably accredited and qualified physician or physiotherapist
in special cases, in particular where the number of available Classifiers is reduced prior
to or at a Tournament through unforeseen circumstances. In such cases where the Player
cannot be allocated a Confirmed (“C”) Sport Class Status and must undergo Player
Evaluation at the next International Tournament.

3.3.5  An International Classification Panel may seek medical, sport or scientific expertise if it
considers that this would assist it in completing the process of Player Evaluation.

Preparing Classification Panels for Tournaments
3.4.1 The Head of Classification should, where possible, appoint a Chief Classifier at least
three (3) months prior to a Tournament. Classification Panels should, where possible, be

appointed two (2) months before a Tournament.

3.42  The Head of Classification may act as the Chief Classifier at a Tournament. The Head of
Classification and the Chief Classifier should work with the Local Organising
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343

Committee for the Tournament to identify which Players will require Player Evaluation
at the Tournament.

The Chief Classifier should provide the Local Organising Committee for the Tournament
and Member teams with a Player Evaluation schedule on or before their arrival at the
Tournament.

4. Classification: Player Evaluation

4.1 Player Evaluation

4.1.1

4.1.4

4.1.5

Player Evaluation is the process by which a Player is assessed by a Classification Panel
in order that the Player may be allocated a Sport Class and a Sport Class Status.

Player Evaluation and its associated processes shall be conducted in English.

The Player and the relevant Member are jointly responsible for ensuring that the Player
attends Player Evaluation.

The Player must agree to and accept the terms of the BWF Para-Badminton Player
Evaluation Consent Form prior to participating in Player Evaluation.

The Player must attend Player Evaluation with all the necessary completed form(s)
completed in English — these are the :

e Player Medical Information Form (Appendix 7)
e Player Evaluation Consent Form(Appendix 8)

The Player must also provide all the necessary medical and supporting information in
English, sports equipment (competition wheelchair, prosthesis used in competition etc)
and in such attire as is specified by BWF.

The Player must provide a copy of a recognised form of photo identification, such as a
passport or a national ID card.

The Player must bring a passport photo.

If a Player has a health condition that causes pain, which limits or prohibits full effort,
the Classification Panel may decide that Player Evaluation will not take place. The
Classification Panel may, in its sole discretion, agree to Player Evaluation taking place at
a later time and date in such circumstances.

The Player must disclose details of any medication routinely used by the Player prior in
the Player Evaluation and other medications currently being taken. The Classification
Panel may in its sole discretion decline to proceed with Player Evaluation if it considers
that the use of such medication will affect its ability to conduct Physical and Medical
Assessment.

The Classification Panel may agree to Player Evaluation taking place at a later time and
date in such circumstances.

If a Player fails to disclose the use of medications as required by 4.1.7 the Chief
Classifier may set aside the Player’s Sport Class and/or Sport Class Status, and require
that the Player repeat Player Evaluation. If this results in a change in Sport Class the
consequences set out in 5.5 shall apply.
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4.1.9  One person may accompany Players during Player Evaluation, who should be familiar
with the Player’s impairment and sporting ability. An interpreter may also accompany
the Player.

4.1.10 Video footage and/or photography may be utilised by the Classification Panel for all
classification purposes connected to the Tournament.

4.2 Player Evaluation Process

The Player Evaluation process shall encompass the following:

4.2.1

Physical Assessment

The Classification Panel will conduct a physical assessment of the Player in accordance
with the Sport Profiles for the Sport Classes within the BWF, so as to establish that the
Player exhibits an impairment that qualifies the Player for participation in Para-
Badminton.

Technical Assessment

The Classification Panel may conduct a technical assessment of the Player which may
include, but is not limited to, an assessment of the Player’s ability to perform, in a non-
competitive environment, the specific tasks and activities that are part of Para-
Badminton in which the Player participates.

The means by which Technical Assessment should take place should be specified in the
Sport Profile for the relevant Sport Class. Classifiers may apply certain conditions to the
Player in order to observe how the Player performs the activity under simulated
badminton conditions.

422.1 Specified Means of Physical and Technical Assessment

These Regulations may specify certain means of conducting Physical and
Technical Assessment. These means are included in Appendix 1 to these
Regulations and may be amended and/or updated from time to time by the
BWF.

Observation Assessment

The Classification Panel may, if it considers necessary, conduct Observation
Assessment, which shall involve observing a Player performing the specific skills that
are part of badminton. Observation Assessment may take place by way of video, but
must conclude no later than, First Appearance.

5. Classification: Sport Class and Sport Class Status

5.1 Sport Class and Sport Class Status

5.1.1

Sport Class

5.1.1.1 A Sport Class is a category in which Players are designated by reference to
an Activity Limitation resulting from impairment, and the degree to which
that impairment impacts upon badminton performance. A range of function
will exist within each Sport Class.

5.1.1.2 A Sport Class will be allocated to a Player following completion of Player
Evaluation.
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5.1.3

5.1.1.3

A Player that does not have a Sport Class prior to international or major
Tournament must be allocated an “Entry Sport Class” prior to Player
Evaluation. An "Entry Sport Class* is a Sport Class allocated to a Player by
a National Classifier prior to an International or major Tournament in order
to indicate the Sport Class within which the Player intends competing. All
Players allocated an Entry Sport Class for a Tournament must complete
Player Evaluation prior to competing at that Tournament. The Sport Class
Status allocated when entering the first International Tournament is N (see
5.1.3.1).

Sport Class Status

5.1.2.1

5122

A Sport Class Status will be allocated to a Player  following allocation of
Competition Class.

Sport Class Status indicates the extent to which a Player will be required to
undertake Player Evaluation, and whether (and by what party) the Player’s
Sport Class may be subject to Protest.

Sport Class Status Designation

The following Sport Class Status designations shall be used:

5.1.3.1

5.13.2

Sport Class Status New (N)

Sport Class Status Confirmed (N) is assigned to a Player who has not been
evaluated by an International Classification Panel but has been allocated an
Entry Sport Class by a National Classifier (following National
classification or otherwise) in order that Player Evaluation may take place;

N Players must complete Player Evaluation prior to competing at an
international or major Tournament sanctioned by the BWF.

Sport Class Status Review (R)

Sport Class Status Confirmed (R) is assigned to a Player who has been
previously evaluated by an international Classification Panel but is subject
to re-evaluation. The Player must attend Player Evaluation and the Sport
Class may be changed before a Tournament.

R Players include, but are not limited to, Players who have fluctuating
and/or progressive impairments, or, because of their age, have impairments
that may not have stabilised

If an International Classification Panel assigns a Player with a Sport Class
with a Sport Class Status “R” it may also, if it considers it appropriate to do
so based upon the particular circumstances of that Player, set a date that
shall be referred to as the “Fixed Review Date”.

Prior to the Fixed Date, the Player:

e shall not be required to attend Player Evaluation;

e shall retain the Sport Class assigned to that Player, with Sport Class
Status Review, and be

e permitted to compete accordingly;

e may make an Application to Change Sport Class (“Medical Review”)
as provided for in these Regulations.
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5.1.3.3

5134

5.13.5

A Fixed Review Date may only be set by an International Classification
Panel.

Following the Fixed Review Date the Status changes to R and the Player
will undergo Player Review at their next International Tournament.

The Head of Classification may amend the “Fixed Review Date” with a
minimum of 3 months notice to the Member.

Following the end of the Fixed Review Date, if a player has not presented
for Player Evaluation, their Sport Class Status will automatically revert to
R.

R Players must complete Player Evaluation prior to competing at an
international or major Competition sanctioned by BWF.

Sport Class Status Confirmed (C)

Sport Class Status Confirmed (C) is assigned to a Player who has been
evaluated by an International Classification Panel which has determined
that the Player's Sport Class will not change.

A Player with a Confirmed Sport Class will not have that Sport Class
altered before or during Competition, and will not be required to complete
Player Evaluation at Competitions sanctioned by BWF.

A Player with a Sport Class Status C must, however, undergo Player
Evaluation if a Protest is made under Exceptional Circumstances or if the
Classification System changes.

Restrictions on Allocating Confirmed Status

A Player who wishes to compete within a Sport Class cannot be assigned a
Confirmed Sport Class:

e until Observation Assessment and/or First Appearance requirements
(if required by a Classification Panel), are satisfied;

e if the Classification Panel which designated the relevant Sport Class
consisted of only one Classifier.

Player Application to Change Sport Class (“Medical Review”)
This Section applies to a Player:

e With Sport Class Status Confirmed, or Sport Class Status Review, if
that Player has been allocated a Fixed Review Date who wishes to use
the “Medical Review” process to have his or her Sport Class Status
reviewed.

e who believes that, as a result of a medical intervention (for example,
surgery or other corrective treatment), that his or her Impairment and
Activity Limitations are no longer consistent with the Sport Profile for
that Players Sport Class, may request that the Head of Classification
designate that either:

o the Player’s Sport Class Status shall be amended to Review
Status;

or
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o the Players Fixed Review Date is amended.

Any such request must be made in accordance with the “Medical Review”
process guidelines as determined from time to time by the BWF

5.2 Ineligibility and Sport Class NE

5.2.1

522

If a Player does not have a relevant impairment according to these Classification
Regulations, or has an Activity Limitation resulting from a relevant impairment that is
not permanent and/or does not limit the Player's ability to compete equitably in
badminton with Players without impairment, the Player will be considered ineligible to
compete.

In these circumstances, the Player will be assigned Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) and
Sport Class Status (R).

If an International Classification Panel allocates a Player Sport Class Not Eligible (NE)
with a Sport Class Status (R) at a Tournament, the Player will be entitled to undergo
Player Evaluation by a second Classification Panel either at that International
Tournament (if a second Panel is available) or as soon as practicable thereafter.

If a second Classification Panel is not available at that Tournament, the Player cannot
compete at that Tournament and may go to another International Tournament for a
second Player Evaluation.

If the second Classification Panel confirms that the Player's Sport Class is NE the Player
will not be permitted to compete at that Tournament, and will have no further right to
Protest or request further Player Evaluations and will receive a Sport Class Status “C”.

Section 5.2.3 shall not apply to a Player Evaluation conducted following a Protest made
under Exceptional Circumstances.

53 First Appearance

5.3.1

“First Appearance” means the first time that a Player competes during a Tournament.
First Appearance in one Event shall apply to all Events within the same Sport Class.

The Local Organising Committee for a Tournament shall provide all teams with details
of which Players who enter a Competition with Sport Class Status N or R are scheduled
to make First Appearance.

5.4 Allocation of Sport Class to Physically Impaired Players

5.4.1

542

Following completion of Physical Assessment and Technical ~ Assessment the Player
will be:

a) allocated a Sport Class and Sport Class Status;
or

b) if Observation Assessment is required, allocated an Initial Sport Class and Sport
Class Status.

A Player will be permitted to compete at a Tournament following the allocation of an
Initial Sport Class and Sport Class Status (except where the Sport Class is NE).
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543

544

54.6

54.7

If the Player is required by the Classification Panel to complete Observation Assessment,
this should take place either before or during First Appearance.

Following completion of Observation Assessment for Players with Initial Sport Class
New Status (N) (which may be completed by the Player making a First Appearance in a
Tournament):

a) the Player’s Initial Sport Class will either be upheld or amended by the
Classification Panel; and

b) the Classification Panel will change the Player’s Initial Sport Class Status to either
Review, Confirmed or R with a Fixed Review Date.

Following completion of Observation Assessment for Players with Initial Sport Class
Review Status (R) (which may be completed by the Player making a First Appearance in
a Tournament):

a) the Player’s Initial Sport Class will either be upheld or amended by the
Classification Panel; and

b) the Player’s Initial Sport Class Status will be maintained as Review or changed to
Confirmed or R with a Fixed Review Date by the Classification Panel.

Sections 5.5.4 and 5.5.5 shall be subject to sub-section 5.1.3.4 in relation to the
allocation of a Confirmed Sport Class.

The Sport Class and Sport Class Status allocated to the Player following completion of
Player Evaluation will be notified to the National team representative for the Player and
the Local Organising Committee for the Competition as soon as possible following First
Appearance.

5.5 Changes in Sport Class after First Appearance

551

A Player’s Initial Sport Class may be changed following First Appearance.

If a Player with an Initial Sport Class makes a First Appearance in an Event, that Event
shall be called in this sub- section “the First Appearance Event”. If the Player’s Initial
Sport Class is changed following First Appearance:

a) The change of Sport Class is effective at the end of the First Appearance Event;

b) The Player’s results achieved (including the award of any medals) in the First
Appearance Event shall stand;

¢) The Chief Classifier will inform the Technical Delegate and the Local Organising
Committee for a Tournament;

d) After the end of the first Appearance Event (not first match) the Player will only be
eligible to compete in such Events as remain available within the Player’s revised
Sport Class.

Final Confirmation at the end of the Tournament

The Chief Classifier for the Tournament must confirm each Sport Class and Sport Class
Status assigned by the Classification Panels before the end of each Tournament. The
results from Classification at each Tournament will be published for all countries on the
BWF website, normally within four (4) weeks of the end of the Competition.
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6. Classification: Failing to Comply with Evaluation Rules
6.1 Player Failure to attend Evaluation

6.1.1  If a Player fails to attend evaluation, the Player will not be allocated a Sport Class or
Sport Class Status, and will not be permitted to compete at that Competition.

6.1.2  Should the Chief Classifier be satisfied that a reasonable explanation exists for the
failure to attend evaluation, a Player may be given a second and final chance to attend
evaluation.

6.1.3  Failure to attend evaluation includes not attending the evaluation at the specified time or
place; or not attending the evaluation with the appropriate equipment/clothing and/or
documentation; or not attending evaluation accompanied by the required Player Support
Personnel.

6.2 Non-Cooperation during Evaluation

6.2.1 A Player who, in the opinion of the Classification Panel, is unable or unwilling to
participate in a Player Evaluation shall be considered non co-operative during evaluation.

6.2.2  If the Player fails to co-operate during Player Evaluation, the Player will not be allocated
a Sport Class or Sport Class Status, and will not be permitted to compete at the
respective Tournament.

6.2.3  Should the Chief Classifier be satisfied that a reasonable explanation exists for the
failure to co-operate during the evaluation then the Player may be given a second and
final opportunity to attend and co-operate.

6.2.4  Any Player found to have been non co-operative during an evaluation will not be
permitted to undergo any further evaluation for Para-Badminton Competitions for a
minimum of twelve (12) months starting from the date upon which the Player failed to
cooperate.

6.3 Intentional Misrepresentation

6.3.1 A Player, who, in the opinion of the Classification Panel, is intentionally misrepresenting
skill and/or abilities will not be allocated a Sport Class or Sport Class Status, and will not
be permitted to compete at that Tournament in Para-Badminton.

In addition:

e The Player will not be allowed to undergo any further evaluation for Para-
Badminton for a minimum of two (2) years from the date upon which the Player
intentionally misrepresented skills and/or abilities;

e  The Chief Classifier will remove the Sport Class and Sport Class Status allocated to
the Player from the Classification Master List;

e The Player will be designated as IM (intentional misrepresentation) on the
Classification Master List and on the BWF website;

and
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6.4

6.5

® The Member will be informed of the decision.

6.3.2 A Player who, on a second and separate occasion, intentionally misrepresents skills
and/or abilities will receive a lifetime ban from BWF Para-badminton Tournament or
Para-Badminton Tournament sanctioned by the BWF and may be subject to other
sanctions deemed appropriate by the BWF.

Failure to Attend/Misrepresentation and Consequences for Player Support Personnel

6.4.1  BWEF shall enforce sanctions on Player Support Personnel who assist or encourage a
Player to fail to attend Player evaluation/ fail to cooperate; intentionally misrepresent
skills and/or abilities or disrupt the evaluation process in any other way.

6.42  Those who are involved in advising Players to intentionally misrepresent skills and/or
abilities will be subject to sanctions, which are at least as severe as the sanctions given to
the Player.

6.4.3  In this circumstance, reporting the Player Support Personnel to the appropriate parties is
an important step in deterring intentional misrepresentation by the Player.

Publication of Penalties

BWF will disclose details of penalties imposed upon Players and Player Support Personnel.

7. Classification: Protests and Appeals

7.1

7.2

Protests

7.1.1  The term “Protest” is used in these Regulations as it is in the IPC Classification Code
International Standard for Protests and Appeals. It refers to the procedure by which a
formal objection to a Player’s Sport Class is made and subsequently resolved.

7.1.2 A successful Protest will result in Player Evaluation being conducted by a Classification
Panel, which will be referred to as a “Protest Panel”.

7.1.3 A Player's Sport Class may only be protested once in any individual Tournament. This
restriction does not apply to Protests submitted in Exceptional Circumstances.

7.14  BWF may only resolve a Protest in respect of a Sport Class allocated by BWEF.

7.1.5  Protests should be resolved in a manner that minimizes the impact on Tournament
participation, and Tournament schedules and results.

7.1.6  Protests may be submitted only during a Tournament (save for Protests made in
Exceptional Circumstances.

When Protests May Take Place

7.2.1  Players with Sport Class New Status (N) may be protested by any Member, or the Chief
Classifier, following completion of Player Evaluation and allocation of Sport Class.
Following the resolution of the Protest, the Player shall be designated:

e Review Status (R); or
e  Confirmed Status (C);
or
e allocated Sport Class NE
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7.2.2  Players with Sport Class Status Review (R) may be protested by any Member or the
Chief Classifier following completion of Player Evaluation and allocation of Sport Class.
Following the resolution of the Protest, the Player shall remain Review Status or be
designated:

e Confirmed (C) Status
or
e Not Eligible to Compete (NE) allocated Sport Class NE

7.2.3  Players with Sport Class Confirmed Status (C) may be protested only in Exceptional
Circumstances.

7.3 Protest Procedures during Tournaments

7.3.1  Protests may be submitted by a Member representative authorised to submit Protests (for
example, the Chef de Mission or Team Manager) and/or the Chief Classifier.

7.3.2 The Chief Classifier for the event, or a person designated for that event, shall be the
person authorised to receive Protests on behalf of BWF at a Tournament.

7.3.3 A Player's Sport Class may be protested by the Player’s Member within one (1) hour of
the Classification Panel’s decision regarding Sport Class being published.

7.3.4  Protests must be submitted in English on a designated Protest form (Appendix 9) that
should be made available by the Chief Classifier at a Tournament. The information and
documentation to be submitted with the Protest form must include the following:

e The name, nation and sport of the Player whose Sport Class is being protested;

e Details of the decision being protested;

o The reason for the Protest;

o  Any documents and other evidence to be offered in support of the Protest;

e  The signature of the Member representative or the Chief Classifier, where
applicable; and

e A fee of one hundred (100) US Dollars.

7.3.5  Upon receipt of the Protest form, the Chief Classifier shall conduct a review to determine
if there is a valid reason for a Protest and if all the necessary information is included. If it
appears to the Chief Classifier that if there is no valid reason for a Protest, or the Protest
form has been submitted without all necessary information, the Chief Classifier shall
decline the protest and notify all relevant parties. BWF will retain the Protest fee.

7.3.6  If the Protest is declined the Chief Classifier shall explain why to the Member as soon as
is possible.

7.3.7  If the Protest is accepted, the Chief Classifier shall appoint a Protest Panel to conduct
Player Evaluation. The Protest Panel shall consist of 2 Classifiers.

7.3.8 At least one of the members of the Protest Panel and if possible both Members of the

Protest Panel should have had no direct involvement in the evaluation that led to the
most recent allocation of the Player’s Sport Class, unless the most recent evaluation took
place more than six (6) months prior to the Protest being submitted.
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7.4

7.5

7.3.9  The Chief Classifier will notify all relevant parties of the time and date for the Player
Evaluation that will be conducted by the Protest Panel.

7.3.10 All documentation submitted with the Protest form shall be provided to the Protest
Panel. Protest Panels should conduct the initial evaluation without reference to the
Classification Panel that allocated the Player's most recent Sport Class.

7.3.11 The Protest Panel may seek medical, sport or scientific expertise in reviewing an Player's
Sport Class (including the initial Classification Panel).

7.3.12  Player Evaluation following a Protest shall follow the same process as described in these
Regulations. All relevant parties shall be notified of the Protest decision as quickly as
possible following Player Evaluation. BWF will retain the Protest fee unless the Protest
is upheld.

7.3.13  The decision of the Protest Panel is final and is not subject to any further Protest.

Protests in Exceptional Circumstances

The Head of Classification and a Chief Classifier may make a Protest in Exceptional
Circumstances in respect of any Player at any time during or prior to a Tournament. In such cases
the players Sport Class Status shall change to R or R + (day/month/year) - a Fixed Review Date.

Exceptional circumstances may result from:

e A change in the degree of impairment of a Player;

e A Player demonstrating significantly less or greater ability prior to or during a Tournament
which does not reflect the Player’s current Sport Class;

e  An error made by a Classification Panel which has led to the Player being allocated a Sport
Class which is not in keeping with the Player’s ability; or

e  Sport Class allocation criteria having changed since the Player's most recent evaluation.

7.4.1  The procedure for the making of a Protest in Exceptional Circumstances shall be as
follows:

o The Chief Classifier shall advise the Player and relevant Member and/or National
Paralympic Committee that a Protest is being made in Exceptional Circumstances;

e The processes and procedures referred to in Articles 7.3 (where relevant) will apply
to Protests made in Exceptional Circumstances.

7.4.2  Player Evaluation following a Protest shall follow the same process as described in these
Regulations. All relevant parties shall be notified of the Protest decision as quickly as
possible following Player Evaluation.

7.4.3  The decision of the Protest Panel is final and is not subject to any further Protest.

Responsibility for Ensuring Compliance with Protest Rules

7.5.1 A Member making a Protest is solely responsible for ensuring that all Protest process
requirements are observed.

7.5.2  If the Chief Classifier declines a Protest because no valid reason for a Protest has been
identified by the Member, or the Protest form has been submitted without all necessary
information, the Member may resubmit the Protest if it is able to remedy the deficiencies
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7.6

identified by the Chief Classifier in respect of the Protest. The time frames for
submitting a Protest shall remain the same in such circumstances.

7.5.3  If a Member resubmits a Protest, all protest procedure requirements will apply. For the
avoidance of doubt, a second Protest fee must be paid (which will be refunded if the
Protest is upheld).

Appeals

The term "appeal" refers to a procedure by which a formal objection to the manner in which
Classification procedures have been conducted is submitted and subsequently resolved.

BWF has designated the Disciplinary Committee to act as the appeal body in such cases where a
protest has been heard and the protest was not upheld

The procedure with respect of Appeals to the Disciplinary Committee are detailed in the BWF
General Competition Regulations. The Appeal Form (Appendix 10) must be completed as part of

this process and within fourteen (14) days of the decision of the Protest Panel.

The Disciplinary Committee shall only have jurisdiction to review procedures used in
classification decisions and protests of such in order to:

e  Ensure that all appropriate Sport Class allocation procedures have been followed; and/or
e  Ensure that all appropriate Protest procedures have been followed.

If in the event the appeal was not upheld, the person who made the original protest may take this
to the BWF Appeals Panel as the last avenue of appeal within the BWF.

Ad Hoc Rules for Paralympic Games and Major Events

These Classification Regulations may be amended, supplemented or superseded by the Classification
Guide for a Paralympic Summer Games or Competitions organised by Continental Paralympic Committees
and sanctioned by the IPC. The Classification Guide for a Paralympic Summer Games or those organised
by the Continental Paralympic Committees and sanctioned by the IPC shall detail the timeframes within
which the Classification Guide will take precedence over these Regulations.
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Activity Limitation

Athlete
Athlete Evaluation

Athlete Support
Personnel

BWF

Classification

Classification Master
List

Competition

Conflict of Interest

Entry Sport Class

Event
International
Classification

International
Competition

International Federation
(IF)

International
Tournament

IPC

Local Organising
Committee for a
Competition

Glossary

Difficulties an individual may have in executing activities that may include
attainment of high performance skills and techniques in the field of sporting
performance.

Player
Player Evaluation

Player Support Personal

Badminton World Federation

This refers to the process by which Players are assessed by reference to the
impact of impairment on their ability to compete in Para-badminton Events. It
is intended to provide a framework for structure for fair competition and to
ensure that the strategies, skills and talent of Players and teams determine
competitive success. Classification is undertaken to both ensure that a relevant
level of impairment is present in a Player, and that that impairment has a
demonstrable impact upon Player performance.

A list on the BWF website of all Para-Badminton Players who have been
classified for international competition.

Tournament

A Conflict of Interest will arise where a pre-existing personal or professional
relationship gives rise to the possibility of that relationship affecting the
Classifier’s ability to make an objective decision or assessment.

A Sport Class assigned by a National Classifier to those players entering an
International Tournament for the first time. Such players shall have a Sport
Class Status “N”.

An “Event” is a sub-set of a Tournament that requires specific technical and
sporting skills (Men’s Singles, Women’s Singles, Women’s Team Event).

The process of Player Evaluation that is undertaken at or before an
International or Major Tournament that has been sanctioned by the BWF.

International Tournament

A sport federation recognized by the IPC as the sole world-wide representative
of a sport for Paralympic Athletes that has been granted the status as a
Paralympic Sport by the IPC. IPC is an International Federation for a number
of Paralympic Sports.

A Tournament where an international sports organization (BWF, IF, Major
Tournament Organization, or another international sport organization — IPC,
Continental Paralympic Committees) is the governing body for the
Tournament or appoints the technical officials for the Tournament.

International Paralympic Committee

Local Organising Committee for a Tournament
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Local Organising
Committee for a
Tournament

Major Tournament

Member

National Competition

National Federation

National Paralympic
Committee (NPC)

National Tournament

Paralympic Games

Player

Player Evaluation

Player Support Personal

Protest

Sport Class

Sport Class Profiles

Sport Class Status

Tournament

An administrative body formed for the purposes of organising and
administering a specific Tournament or series of Tournaments.

Para-Badminton World Championships, Continental Championships and
major multi-sport Games where Para-Badminton is sanctioned for BWF Para-
Badminton World Ranking Points.

BWF Member or Associate Member or organisation recognised by the BWF
as having the rights to enter Para-Badminton players into International
Tournament sanctioned by the BWF.

National Tournament

The organization recognized by an IF as the sole national governing body for
its sport.

A national organization recognized by the BWF as the sole representative of
Athletes with a disability in that country or territory. In addition, the
recognized Member for Para-Badminton for which the BWF is the IF.

A Tournament where the Member or National Paralympic Committee is the
governing body for the Tournament or appoints the technical officials for the
Tournament.

Umbrella term for both Paralympic Games and Paralympic Winter Games.

For purposes of Classification, any person who participates in Badminton at
the International Level (as defined by the BWF)) or National Level (as defined
by the BWF) and any additional person who participates in sport at a lower
level if designated by the person's Member.

The process by which a Player is assessed by a Classification Panel in order
that the Player may be allocated a Classification Class and a Sport Class
Status.

Any coach, trainer, manager, interpreter, agent, team staff, official, medical or
paramedical personnel working with or treating Players participating in or
preparing for training and/or

Competition.

The procedure by which a formal objection to an Player’s Sport Class and/or
Sport Class status is submitted and subsequently resolved.

This is determined through a process of Classification. A Sport Class groups
Players together for a Tournament.

This explains how a Player may be considered eligible to compete within a
particular Sport Class.

This indicates when Players should be evaluated and how their Sport Class
may be challenged.

A series of individual Events conducted together under one ruling body.
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Appendix 1

BWF Para-Badminton Sport Profiles — Players with a Physical Impairment

Appendix 1 details the Sport Profiles for the Sport Classes that are to be allocated to Players with Physical
Impairments who wish to compete in BWF Para-Badminton Tournaments.

All Players are advised that braces, strapping and supports if needed must be worn in accordance with the BWF
Para-Badminton Regulations.

Players must meet BWF Para-Badminton standards of eligibility and minimal impairment to be assigned a
classification for competition. Those who do not meet these criteria are declared ineligible for BWF Para-
Badminton competitions. Some Players are eligible for other sports, but may not meet eligibility for Para-
badminton.

Examples of impairments that do not meet minimum eligibility for BWF Para-Badminton are:

chronic pain

generalised debilitating disease

obesity

osteochondritis, arthritis, joint replacement
psychiatric conditions

skin diseases

haemophilia

epilepsy

respiratory conditions

fatigue as in fibromyalgia and myalgic encephalitis
vertigo or dizziness

internal organ dysfunction, absence or transplant
cardiac/circulatory conditions

Player profiles and minimum criteria are clearly set out in these Classification Regulations.

The eight impairment types eligible in BWF Para-Badminton are:

1.

Hypertonia: Health conditions which cause hypertonia include, but are not limited to Cerebral Palsy
(CP), stroke, acquired brain injury, multiple sclerosis.

Ataxia: health conditions which cause ataxia include, but are not limited to CP, brain injury, multiple
sclerosis, Friedreichs ataxia and spinocerebellar ataxia.

Athetosis: health conditions which cause athetosis include, but are not limited to chorea and CP.

Loss of limb or limb deficiency: such as results from trauma-related amputation or congenital limb
deficiency like dysmelia.

Impaired range of movement: health conditions which cause impaired range of movement include,
but are not limited to arthogryposis and ankylosis and trauma-related arthrodesis.

Impaired muscle power such as results from spinal cord injury, muscular dystrophy, brachial plexus
injury, spina bifida, post-polio or Guillain-Barre syndrome.

Limb-length difference such as results from congenital dysgenesis or trauma.

Short stature: health conditions which cause short stature include, but are not limited to,
achondroplasia, spondophysealplasia.
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Minimal Impairment Criteria (MIC)

To be eligible for events recognized by the BWF, Players with physical impairments identified above must at
least exhibit the minimal impairment criteria defined for each physical impairment type in that Sport Class.

Appendix 2, 3, 4 and 5 below show the minimal impairment criteria of each Sport Class.

BWEF Para-Badminton Player Evaluation Process — Processes and Techniques

This section details the processes and techniques developed by BWF that form part of the Player Evaluation
process. Classifiers use these processes and techniques in order to determine Sport Class.

Classification is typically held one or two days prior to the start of competition.
Players are required to complete a Para-Badminton Player Evaluation Consent Form and attend Classification
at the appointed time, accompanied by a Player representative (coach or delegate member) if they wish and if
necessary by an interpreter who speaks English.
1. General
The BWF Para-badminton Classification Regulations require that a Player undertakes physical and
technical evaluation in order to be allocated a Sport Class. This is required in order to establish that the
Player:
e exhibits an impairment that qualifies the Player for competition;

e  exhibits Activity Limitations resulting from that impairment that affect the Player’s ability to compete.

Both of these components are part of the overall eligibility assessment process that is an integral feature of
Player Evaluation.

Para-badminton classification is based upon:

review of medical documentation of the impairment of the Player;
review of medical history;

physical evaluation conducted with functional testing;
observation during training and/or competition.

2. Classification Procedures

A Classification Panel should ensure that the following assessment procedures are undertaken as part of
physical and technical evaluation:

a) Presenting or completion of the BWF Para-badminton Consent Form.
b) Completion of the personal data on the Classification Card.

c) Presenting or completion of the medical history and diagnosis (medical information) by the Player and
confirmation by the classifiers.

d) Physical examination conducted by the classifiers using a manual muscle test (Clarkson 2000) and/or
joint mobility test (Clarkson 2000), and entering test results on the classification card. For the
assessment of Players with spinal cord injury, the ASIA classification has to be used (Maynard 1997)
and for the assessment of CP Athletes the Ashworth Scale (Ashworth 1964).

e) Completion of a functional assessment with the appropriate tests which are dependent on the
functional ability of the Player. Testing in wheelchair or on examination table as required.
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f) Players with neurological impairment may be re-evaluated on an annual basis until they show a stable
profile.

g) Additional technical testing on the court if needed.

h) Sport Class noted on the Medical Classification Form and the Classification Card which both must be
signed and dated by the Player and the involved Classifiers. (Sport Class Status still missing on the
provisional Classification card).

i)  Finish of the physical and technical evaluation documented with date on the provisional Classification
card.

i) The Sport Class for this tournament which is the result of the medical and technical assessment of the
athletes who have to pass the Classification Evaluation will be published on a Classification
information board once or two times a day defined in advance by a timetable. The publishing time will
be noted on the information list. The time for a protest starts with the publishing time.

k) Observation of the Player in practice and/or in competition. Observation in competition completes
physical and technical evaluation.

I) By the end of the competition information of the Player about the final Competition Class and the
Sport Class Status.

m) Players names are entered on the Classification Master List.

n) From time to time Players who present for Classification are found to be ineligible for BWF Para-
badminton. Their names may be recorded as NE (Not Eligible).

Players are required to attend Player evaluation with any prosthetics, braces, strapping, supports and
modified shoes as well as with the wheelchair for the match.

Classification Panels are responsible for and manage any video recording necessary for classification
purposes associated with the competition.
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PBCR - Para-Badminton Classification Regulations

Appendix 6
Classifier Training and Certification

SECTION 1 - OVERVIEW

1. Introduction

1.1 The BWF Classifier Education and Certification Programme provides the framework and
requirements to train, develop and maintain International Para-Badminton Classifiers. The
programme defines the requirements needed for different levels of certification and the conditions
to maintain certification and to advance to a higher level.

1.2 The BWF Classifier Training and Certification Programme ensures there is a systematic and
onsistent approach to training of new para-badminton classifiers and covers the on-going training
and education requirements of existing classifiers in the system.

1.3 The BWF Guidelines for Classifier Training and Certification provides guidance for BWF
Classifier Course Facilitators and Trainers who are planning and implementing Classifier training
and development.

2. Purpose

2.1 The purpose of Appendix 6 is to describes the principles and processes for training and
certification

SECTION II - PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION OF CLASSIFIERS
3. Classification Personnel
3.1 The BWF recognises three (3) levels of Classifiers. These are:
3.1.1  Trainee Classifier
3.12  Level I - International Classifier

3.1.3  Level 2 — Senior International Classifier

32 International Classifiers must be trained and certified by the BWF. Classifiers shall be qualified in
one or more of the following as:

e a Medical professional - a doctor or physiotherapist (or practitioner from a related discipline)
who has knowledge and had experience in dealing with people with the impairments and the
Activity Limitations described in the Competition Sport Profiles;

or

e a technical expert with in-depth knowledge of biomechanics of sport/human movement or
have significant expertise in the technical aspects of badminton.

33 The criteria, the training requirements, the minimum eligibility criteria, the required training and
the minimal conditions to maintain certification are set out in Table 1 below.

SECTION III - PROCEDURES FOR CERTIFICATION OF CLASSIFIERS
4. Certification of Classifiers

4.1 BWEF shall keep a record of work completed by each Classifier annually. Information recorded
shall include but not limited to, the tournaments worked on, the role performed (Classifier or
Chief Classifier), the number of Player Evaluations undertaken (national and international),
participation in protests and role (national and international), training courses completed,
mentoring undertaken, training conducted / courses assisted on.
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4.2

43

44

4.5

4.6

BWEF has the responsibility of assessing whether a classifier has met the requirements for
certification at a particular level. Classifier certification means that an individual has met the
required competencies and is proficient to be an International Para-Badminton Classifier.
Methods of assessing Classifiers are detailed in the BWF Classifier Training and Certification
Guidelines.

An Evaluation Report and a recommendation from the Course Facilitator is sent to the Head of
Classification. The Head of Classification makes recommendations to the Para-Badminton
Committee which shall be endorsed by the BWF Para-Badminton Committee.

Levell and 2 International Classifiers must meet the minimum requirements to revalidate their
qualifications or to meet the minimum criteria to advance a level as described in Table 1 over.

The Head of Classification shall review the status of each International Classifier in relation to the
minimum criteria to maintain the credential or minimal eligibility criteria to advance from Level 1
to Level 2.

The Head Classification shall provide recommendations to the BWF Para-Badminton Committee
on changes to the status of individual Classifiers.
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